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First newsletter from the new Chair
Many of you will have already heard that Craig Brown stepped down as Chair of Trustees on 9th March. I have taken on his mantle with a mixture of trepidation and excitement. Craig did a wonderful job during his four years or so as Chair, bringing the Association into financial solvency and making lots of organisational improvements. He was also the Administrator during his tenure as Chair! 

We are now lucky to have the services of Jill Herrett as our new Administrator.  She has done brilliantly in getting to grips with the office procedures and is already indispensable. The changes have meant this newsletter is late and for that I am sorry. However, we now have a window of opportunity for a new future – see below.

NHS Reforms 

Some of you may have read my blog on the BHMA website concerning the widespread anxiety over the reforms to the NHS. There was a crucial debate in the House of Lords on 24th April, which finally completed the legislative process for the Health and Social Care Act 2012 – against much popular opposition. There are well-founded suspicions that the Act is a well-disguised vehicle for the wholesale privatisation of the National Health Service, though of course this is denied by the politicians. Whether this is any more than a conspiracy theory remains to be seen, but the stakes are high because once commercial corporations have a foot in the door of healthcare provision, they are almost impossible to dislodge – as Barak Obama has found. If there is widespread privatisation this will be very bad for holism: pursuit of profit and holistic care don’t sit well together.

College of Medicine Conference
The 3rd annual conference of the College of Medicine takes place on 11th June 2013 at the Royal College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists, in Regent’s Park, central London. This is a great venue and there is an exciting line up of speakers and workshops. Full members of the BHMA can come at the same discounted rate as members of the College of Medicine. For more details go to: 

http://www.collegeofmedicine.org.uk/conference2013 

The Future of the BHMA
How will we use this window of opportunity to increase the effectiveness and reach of the BHMA in healthcare? Once we have the cogs of the organisation running smoothly again following the changes, we plan to consult the membership – to ask YOU for your ideas and advice. So watch this space!
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